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By Peggy L. Ferguson, Ph.D. 

Engaging in self-sabotaging behavior negatively impacts goal achievement 
and self-esteem. Procrastination, a common form of self-sabotage, 
impedes progress, decreases effectiveness, and elevates stress levels, 
potentially contributing to issues such as depression, anxiety, and low self-
worth. Whether constantly playing catch-up, dealing with urgent tasks, or 
cramming for deadlines, the cycle of procrastination significantly affects 
overall performance and hinders goal achievement.


The underlying causes of procrastination are diverse, encompassing 
factors like low self-efficacy, self-esteem, depression, impulsivity, 
distractibility, and a lack of future temporal orientation. Habitual 
procrastinators often prioritize short-term benefits over long-term gains, 
reflecting poor self-regulation. Research suggests various methods for 
reducing procrastination, including increasing the expectancy of success 
with a task, adjusting task difficulty, breaking tasks into smaller pieces, 
and using rewards for motivation.


Individuals who chronically procrastinate may struggle to focus on future 
tasks, delaying intended targets while engaging in irrelevant activities. 
Assistance is often needed to appreciate the consequences of present 
choices for future goals and recognize the relevance of current efforts for 
ultimate success. Reframing perceptions of task postponements and 
focusing on the positive personal impact of completing tasks can be 
transformative.


To reduce procrastination, individuals can pair distant goals with 
immediate ones, engage in classical conditioning to build industriousness 
and follow practical strategies such as goal setting, using rewards, 
minimizing distractions, and developing schemes to overcome 
procrastination through repeated practice. These strategies aim to 
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enhance motivation, reduce aversion to tasks, and improve self-regulation, 
ultimately fostering industriousness and reducing procrastination.


Procrastination can be unlearned, irrespective of its purpose or underlying 
reasons. Recognizing why procrastination occurs is crucial for overcoming 
this behavior and improving goal achievements. Executive functioning skill 
deficits, encompassing planning, goal development, self-management, 
and focus maintenance, may contribute to procrastination. Psychological 
factors like depression, difficulty concentrating, and anxiety may also play 
a role.


Understanding the root causes enables the development of practical tools 
and strategies to overcome obstacles and achieve goals. Seeking 
counseling is instrumental in addressing issues related to low self-esteem 
or mental health. Effective time management and task planning can be 
transformative, and skills deficits, whether academic, personal, or 
organizational, can be remedied.


Perceived skill deficits significantly impact procrastination behavior, and 
overcoming fears of failure, success, or the unknown is crucial for avoiding 
self-sabotage. Tackling insecurities and embracing challenges with a 
learning curve is essential for personal growth and success. Some 
individuals sabotage themselves due to impaired ability to prioritize and 
plan effectively. Cultivating effective habits, balancing tasks, and setting 
realistic goals can significantly enhance goal achievement and 
performance.


Developing self-discipline is critical to prioritizing future deadlines over 
immediately rewarding events. Recognizing the consequences of everyday 
choices and navigating the learning curve for behavioral change is 
essential for success. Seeking assistance through counseling, coaching, 
or self-help resources can contribute to overcoming procrastination and 
enhancing required skills, organizational abilities, and personal 
development. Taking proactive steps to overcome self-sabotaging 
behaviors contributes to a happier, less stressful, and more fulfilling life.
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